Nov-08-06 03:57piii Fron-GREENBERG TRAURIG CHICAGO 



312 456 8435 7 



T-017 P. 006/01 2 F-884 

RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

NOV 0 9 2006 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A seal cartridge for an industrial damper having a 
damper blade movable between open and closed positions, the seal cartridge 
comprising: a flange having a U-shaped cross-section, said U-shaped flange having an 
Inner leg and an outer leg, said U-shaped flange extending completely around an 
opening of the Industrial damper so as to fbm) a closed loop; and a flexible seal 
membrane attached to said inner and outer legs of said U-shaped flange to form an air 

chamber, whsrein the se?l mpmhrane w i ll hpar aoainst the damper blade, when the 
H:.m ppr hiade ^ff jn rJosed pn^tion. until Siirh time as a nftOf^tive air prgg^^re 
flifferential bet»>/«>An ttie air c h^mh^r and the ambient 9tnno«tphprft, rpspegtivelV. IS 
imposed across the seal memhrane. to ca i »gg^ the seal membrane to at Ifiast partially 

collapse the flex i ble mombronQ be i ng opcrobly configured to be cQllopsibIc upon 
imposition of a ncgativo pressure w i thin die air chamber, the floJCiblG mcmbranQ 
e itemativcly adopting, In the absence of said - ncgotivc presbuie, an cictGndcdj non - 
eol l opocd position, to, In turn, bear agoinst the damper biddc in a aea l ing poaitlon? 
when die dompcr blade l a in its c l osed position . 

2. (original) The seal cartridge of claim 1 furdier comprising: an inner seal 
membrane guide disposed adjacent said Inner leg on the inside of said air chamber; 
and an outer seal membrane guide disposed adjacent said outer leg on die inside of 
said air chamber. 

3. (original) The seal cartridge of claim 1 further comprising: a blade guide 
located at the open end of said U-shaped flange adjacent said inner leg and outside of 
said air chamber; wherein said Inner leg is longer than said outer leg. 

4. (currently amended) In a damper for a duct having a frame mounted 
cnjss-sectlonally in said duct, a blade plate that translates into and out of said duct to 
close and open said damper, and a seal cartridge having an air chamber for inflating 
and deflating a seal membrane, said seal cartridge being mounted In said Irame, said 
seal membrane engaging with said plate when in the closed position to seal said duct, 
an Improvement comprising: one or more attachment members, far removably securing 
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said seal cartridge to said frame, i-ha mpmbrano ^^fill henr agalnsf. the damper 
^h.n th. dampe r ■-'"^^ ^^^^^ "^'^■^^n ^"^ ^^"^'^ " "^^""^^ 

p^..c,rP difFer^nfi^' t^^t^/ppn the f.tr rh^mhP.r and the amNPnf atmosphere, 
.^cp ^iuPiy. i.<. itTipncPrt Rrmss th e m.mhr;.n^. fr. rfliise the seal mftmhrgp^ to gt; 
. ..c^ n;.rfi;>llv collaose Ul u n cxib i G mcmb i uiiL boii iy oporably toii figurad t n h n 

■p ressure within the oir U y ii i b c i , the fl fj^ rih lo 

membrane all 

le dompcr blgde in o 

scaling position, when the damper blado Is in ttg dosed position . 

5. (original) The improvement of claim 4 furtdier comprising: a blade guide 
attached to said seal cartridge such that no portion of said seal cartridge extends past 
said blade guide toward said blade plate when said air chamber is evacuated and said 
seal membrane is deflated. 

6. (previously presented) The improvement of claim 4 further comprising: a 
plurality of seal membrane guides located inside said air chamber such that portions of 
said seal membrane assume a minimum radius when said air chamber Is evacuated and 
said seal membrane Is deflated. 

7. (original) The improvement of daim 4 wherein said seal membrane is 
attached to said U-sliaped flange via a plurality of attachment members for attaching 
said seal membrane to said inner leg and a plurality of attachment members for 
attaching said seal membrane to said outer leg. 

8. (original) The improvement of daim 7 wherein said attachments members for 
attaching said seal membrane to said inner and said outer leg are seledsd from a 
group composed of bolts, disposed through holes defined in said U-shaped flange and 
studs, welded to said U-shaped flange. 

9. (cancelled). 

10. (original) The Improvement of claim 4 wherein said seal membrane is 
composed of a fluoroelastic material. 

11. (original) The improvement of daim 10 wherein said fluoroelastic material is 
reinforced. 
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12. (original) The improvement of claim 11 wherein said fluoroelastic material is 
reinforced with a corrosion resistant material. 

13. (currently amended) The improvement of claim 11 wherein said 
fluoroelastic material is reinforced with a material selected from a group comprising 
stainless steel, nickel alloy, fiberglass, polyester and pnly-parqphenYlene 

tpre phthalamide 

14. (original) The improvement of claim 7 wherein said inner and outer seal 
membrane guides are located nearer the open end of said U-shaped flange than said 
plurality of attachment members attaching said seal membrane to said flange. 

15. (original) The improvement of claim 6 wherein said inner and outer seal 
membrane guides have circular cross sections. 

16. (original) The improvement of claim S wherein said blade guide is located at 
the open end of said U-shaped flange adjacent said inner leg and outside of said air 
chamber. 

17. (original) The improvement of claim 16 wherein said blade guide has a 
circular cross section and further wherein the outer circumference of said blade guide 
extends past the top of said inner leg. 

18. (original) The improvement of claim 5 wherein said blade guide is composed 
of a hardened metal or a softer metal having a hardened metal coating. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (original) The improvement of claim 4 furttier comprising a hook attached 
between said blade plate and said seal cari:ridge, for lifting said seal cartridge out of 
said frame. 

21. (original) The improvement of claim 4 wherein said one or more attachment 
members for removably securing said seal cartridge to said frame comprises a plurality 
of holes defined In said U-shaped flange con-esponding to a plurality of holed defined In 
said frame, furttier comprising a plurality of nuts welded to said U-shaped flange at 
each of said defined holes and a plurality of bolts extending through said holes defined 
in said frame and said U-shaped flange and engaging said nuts. 

22. (Cancelled). 
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